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“...to preserve and enhance the rich history and worldwide reputation of the Army’s best known medical

research, treatment and training facility...”

President’s Message:

Dear Members,

Our Annual Meeting was a great
success with 90 persons attending. In
addition to the business meeting, COL(R)
Vandy Miller, VP, Programs, arranged an
outstanding array of events: Chaplain
Kenneth Kaibel gave the invocation, the
“Voices of Med Hold” performed a
selection of songs, MG Kenneth Farmer
gave a comprehensive overview of the
impact of BRAC on Walter Reed Army
Medical Center, and COL William
Howard presented quilts to two wounded
warriors who attended as our guests. The
quilts, made for this purpose, were donated
by Mrs. Baird Bell.

At next year’s Annual Meeting, new
Society officers will be elected. | am now
trying to identify members who want to
become more involved in the Society’s
activities. If you are willing to serve on
the Nominating Committee or if you
would like to be considered for the slate of
officers, please contact me at
jsouthby@earthlink.net or send a note to
the WRS office, PO Box 59611, Walter
Reed Station, Washington, DC 20012-
9611. Please state your interest, name,
postal address, telephone number and
email address.

The Board of Directors is continuing
with the good works | described in the
February newsletter, however, MG(R)
Hank Mendez has requested that COL(R)
John Pierce now chair the committee to
proceed with achieving national historic
landmark status for the appropriate sites at
WRMAC. The picnic for incoming interns
will be sponsored by the Society, along
with some other events, to promote the
purposes of the Society and encourage
membership.

In March, the Board met to examine
future goals for the Society. Short and
long term goals were identified and are
included in this newsletter for your
information and comment.

Mr. Bob Schieffer kindly referred to the
Society in his patriotic Memorial Day
column. We are grateful to him for this
recognition and the resulting boost to
contributions for assisting wounded
warriors and their families.

Two holiday collectibles for 2006, now
available, were designed by COL(R) Lori
Risoli and her team. One, entitled
“Warrior Care — Always There,”
incorporates Walter Reed General
Hospital, the Heaton Pavilion and the
American flag. The brochure recounts the
history of Walter Reed and acknowledges
those who have received care and those
who have provided that care in these
facilities from 1909 until today. The other
one, entitled “Support America’s Troops,”
is two-sided with a yellow ribbon on one
side and the Stars and Stripes on the other.
The brochure recounts the legend of the
yellow ribbon as a symbol of hope that
loved ones will be reunited and of support
for our troops who are in harm’s way. We
trust you will find them appealing and hope
that you will consider buying them as gifts
over the next several months.

Thank you for your continuing support
of the Walter Reed Society.

Sincerely,

Janet Southby, D.N.Sc.
COL, USA, Ret.
President
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Warrior Care - Always There
Walter Reed Society Holiday Collectible 2006

From the doughboys of World War 1, the Gls of World War 11, and the grunts of Viet Nam to the Hooah!
soldiers of today’s Global War on Terrorism, Walter Reed Army Medical Center has provided “warrior care”
for almost a century. The visibility of Walter Reed in the consciousness of the American public has been tied
to the suffering of the American soldier. In a great sense Walter Reed has earned its reputation and fame on
the backs of the wounded warriors it so proudly serves.

Walter Reed exists to relieve their suffering and to restore their lives as completely as possible. Major Wal-
ter Reed had won fame by leading the U.S. Army Yellow Fever Board in Havana, Cuba between 1900 -1901
when they proved that the deadly scourge yellow fever was transmitted by the common domestic mosquito,
Aedes aegypti. In Cuba, under occupation by the U.S. Army following the Spanish American War; the results
of their research were quickly applied by Major William C. Gorgas with remarkable success essentially ending
yellow fever’s centuries long reign of terror.

Walter Reed returned to Washington to assume his other military duties; over the course of the next year he
received recognition and acclaim for his scientific work. However, in the fall of 1902 he was not feeling well
and made the self diagnosis of appendicitis. He visited his friend Major Borden, commander of the Army
General Hospital in Washington, D.C., who after a period of observation operated on Reed for appendicitis on
November 17, 1902. Borden was shocked to find his condition much worse that expected. Reed developed
peritonitis; without antibiotics, it was hopeless.

Borden, devastated by Reed’s death, dedicated himself to honoring his friend. Borden worked for several
years to get funds for a new hospital to replace the inadequate one at Washington Barracks, now Ft. Leslie J.
McNair. Borden also worked to have the new hospital named for his friend, Walter Reed. In his desire to
honor his friend, Borden succeeded in ways he could not have imagined.

Opened in May 1909 with 10 patients transferred from the Army General Hospital at Washington Barracks,
Walter Reed General Hospital, the U.S. Army’s first named permanent general hospital, was built for a capac-
ity of about 80 patients. Within Walter Reed’s first decade World War | brought rapid and tremendous growth
as wounded doughboys poured in from the trenches of Europe; the patient census swelled into the thousands.
Many temporary buildings were constructed to accommodate the new patients. It was almost a decade after
the war that additional significant permanent construction took place as the large wings were added to the east
and west ends of “old main”.

During World War Il wounded Gls flooded in from the European, Pacific and China-Burma-India theaters;
additional space was needed and the Forest Glen Annex was purchased and converted into a patient care and
convalescent area. Following the war the introduction of physician resi-
dency training programs at Walter Reed mirrored the civilian physician
education system and filled a need to provide specialty training for phy-
sicians and to provide the Army with a supply of specialists for patient
care.

In September 1951 to mark the 100th anniversary of the birth of Wal-
ter Reed, the name of the installation was changed to Walter Reed Army
Medical Center (WRAMC). During the 1950’s when Major General
Leonard Heaton was Commanding Officer, the institution came to na-
tional and international prominence as national and world figures came
to Walter Reed for care and to visit the sick and wounded. Following his

“Warrior Care — Always There” may be purchased
at Walter Reed Society events for $15.00 each or

command at Walter Reed, General Heaton became Surgeon General of by sending a check payable to WRS for $16.50
the U.S. Army and served more than ten years as the leader of Army ($15.00 per collectible plus $1.50 S&H), to Walter
medicine. During his tenure as Surgeon General he made plans to iNSUre | reed society, PO Box 59611, Walter Reed Station,
the future of Walter Reed well beyond his lifetime and into the next cen- Washington, DC 20012-9611.

tury.
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