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Dear Members, 

     Our Annual Meeting was a great 

success with 90 persons attending.  In 

addition to the business meeting, COL(R) 

Vandy Miller, VP, Programs, arranged an 

outstanding array of events: Chaplain 

Kenneth Kaibel gave the invocation, the 

“Voices of Med Hold” performed a 

selection of songs, MG Kenneth Farmer 

gave a comprehensive overview of the 

impact of BRAC on Walter Reed Army 

Medical Center, and COL William 

Howard presented quilts to two wounded 

warriors who attended as our guests.  The 

quilts, made for this purpose, were donated 

by Mrs. Baird Bell. 

                                                                                                                                                                        

 At next year’s Annual Meeting, new 

Society officers will be elected.  I am now 

trying to identify members who want to 

become more involved in the Society’s 

activities.  If you are willing to serve on 

the Nominating Committee or if you 

would like to be considered for the slate of 

officers, please contact me at 

jsouthby@earthlink.net or send a note to 

the WRS office, PO Box 59611, Walter 

Reed Station, Washington, DC 20012-

9611.  Please state your interest, name, 

postal address, telephone number and 

email address.     

      

     The Board of Directors is continuing 

with the good works I described in the 

February newsletter, however, MG(R) 

Hank Mendez has requested that COL(R) 

John Pierce now chair the committee to 

proceed with achieving national historic 

landmark status for the appropriate sites at 

WRMAC.  The picnic for incoming interns 

will be sponsored by the Society, along 

with some other events, to promote the 

purposes of the Society and encourage 

membership. 

 

     In March, the Board met to examine 

future goals for the Society.  Short and 

long term goals were identified and are 

included in this newsletter for your 

information and comment. 

 

     Mr. Bob Schieffer kindly referred to the 

Society in his patriotic Memorial Day 

column.  We are grateful to him for this 

recognition and the resulting boost to 

contributions for assisting wounded 

warriors and their families. 

 

     Two holiday collectibles for 2006, now 

available, were designed by COL(R) Lori 

Risoli and her team.  One, entitled 

“Warrior Care – Always There,” 

incorporates Walter Reed General 

Hospital, the Heaton Pavilion and the 

American flag.  The brochure recounts the 

history of Walter Reed and acknowledges 

those who have received care and those 

who have provided that care in these 

facilities from 1909 until today.  The other 

one, entitled “Support America’s Troops,” 

is two-sided with a yellow ribbon on one 

side and the Stars and Stripes on the other.  

The brochure recounts the legend of the 

yellow ribbon as a symbol of hope that 

loved ones will be reunited and of support 

for our troops who are in harm’s way.  We 

trust you will find them appealing and hope 

that you will consider buying them as gifts 

over the next several months.   

 

     Thank you for your continuing support 

of the Walter Reed Society. 

 

      Sincerely, 

      Janet Southby, D.N.Sc. 

      COL, USA, Ret. 

      President 



 

 

Warrior Care - Always There 

Walter Reed Society Holiday Collectible 2006 

 

     From the doughboys of World War I, the GIs of World War II, and the grunts of Viet Nam to the Hooah! 

soldiers of today’s Global War on Terrorism, Walter Reed Army Medical Center has provided “warrior care” 

for almost a century.  The visibility of Walter Reed in the consciousness of the American public has been tied 

to the suffering of the American soldier.  In a great sense Walter Reed has earned its reputation and fame on 

the backs of the wounded warriors it so proudly serves.  

 

     Walter Reed exists to relieve their suffering and to restore their lives as completely as possible.  Major Wal-

ter Reed had won fame by leading the U.S. Army Yellow Fever Board in Havana, Cuba between 1900 -1901 

when they proved that the deadly scourge yellow fever was transmitted by the common domestic mosquito, 

Aedes aegypti.  In Cuba, under occupation by the U.S. Army following the Spanish American War; the results 

of their research were quickly applied by Major William C. Gorgas with remarkable success essentially ending 

yellow fever’s centuries long reign of terror.  

 

     Walter Reed returned to Washington to assume his other military duties; over the course of the next year he 

received recognition and acclaim for his scientific work. However, in the fall of 1902 he was not feeling well 

and made the self diagnosis of appendicitis.  He visited his friend Major Borden, commander of the Army 

General Hospital in Washington, D.C., who after a period of observation operated on Reed for appendicitis on 

November 17, 1902.  Borden was shocked to find his condition much worse that expected.  Reed developed 

peritonitis; without antibiotics, it was hopeless.   

 

     Borden, devastated by Reed’s death, dedicated himself to honoring his friend.  Borden worked for several 

years to get funds for a new hospital to replace the inadequate one at Washington Barracks, now Ft. Leslie J. 

McNair.  Borden also worked to have the new hospital named for his friend, Walter Reed.  In his desire to 

honor his friend, Borden succeeded in ways he could not have imagined. 

 

     Opened in May 1909 with 10 patients transferred from the Army General Hospital at Washington Barracks, 

Walter Reed General Hospital, the U.S. Army’s first named permanent general hospital, was built for a capac-

ity of about 80 patients.  Within Walter Reed’s first decade World War I brought rapid and tremendous growth 

as wounded doughboys poured in from the trenches of Europe; the patient census swelled into the thousands. 

Many temporary buildings were constructed to accommodate the new patients.  It was almost a decade after 

the war that additional significant permanent construction took place as the large wings were added to the east 

and west ends of “old main”. 

 

     During World War II wounded GIs flooded in from the European, Pacific and China-Burma-India theaters; 

additional space was needed and the Forest Glen Annex was purchased and converted into a patient care and 

convalescent area.  Following the war the introduction of physician resi-

dency training programs at Walter Reed mirrored the civilian physician 

education system and filled a need to provide specialty training for phy-

sicians and to provide the Army with a supply of specialists for patient 

care.   

 

     In September 1951 to mark the 100th anniversary of the birth of Wal-

ter Reed, the name of the installation was changed to Walter Reed Army 

Medical Center (WRAMC).  During the 1950’s when Major General 

Leonard Heaton was Commanding Officer, the institution came to na-

tional and international prominence as national and world figures came 

to Walter Reed for care and to visit the sick and wounded.  Following his 

command at Walter Reed, General Heaton became Surgeon General of 

the U.S. Army and served more than ten years as the leader of Army 

medicine.  During his tenure as Surgeon General he made plans to insure 

the future of Walter Reed well beyond his lifetime and into the next cen-

tury.  

“Warrior Care – Always There” may be purchased 

at Walter Reed Society events for $15.00 each or 

by sending a check payable to WRS for $16.50 

($15.00 per collectible plus $1.50 S&H), to Walter 

Reed Society, PO Box 59611, Walter Reed Station, 

Washington, DC 20012-9611. 
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  (Warrior Care - Always There.  Continued from page 2) 

 

     In 1967 with the assistance of Senators Evert Dirkson, Richard Russell and John Stennis, General Heaton 

procured funds from Congress to start planning for a new hospital facility.  In 1972, after more than five years 

of planning, groundbreaking ceremonies were held for a new Walter Reed Army Medical Center hospital facil-

ity.  The official ground breaking ceremony took place on August 26, 1972.  Five years later, on September 26, 

1977 the new facility was dedicated.  The completed building had 5500 rooms, 28 acres of floor space, 1280 

patient beds and 16 operating rooms.   Construction included a new electrical generating plant and an under-

ground garage for more than 1000 cars.  In 1994 the building was re-dedicated and named the Heaton Pavilion 

in honor of Lieutenant General Leonard Heaton, WRAMC commander from 1952-1959 and U.S. Army Sur-

geon General from1959-1969.  

  

     During the time of planning for and constructing the new facility, the Viet Nam War raged in Indochina.  

Wounded “grunts” were sent to Walter Reed to receive the best treatment and care.  One of the orthopedic 

wards, infamously known as “the Snake Pit”, became the temporary home of many wounded warriors some of 

whom in later years became leaders in the Army (four star Generals Norman Schwartzkopf and Barry 

McCaffrey) and government (Senator Max Cleland).  The Global War on Terrorism has brought many 

wounded warriors to Walter Reed.  Modern day intensive care and air evacuation techniques have made it 

common place for severely wounded warriors to arrive at Walter Reed within days of their wounding.  It is 

interesting to speculate who among them will recover from their wounds and go on to become famous leaders 

of the Army and the country in the future. 

 

     President Warren G. Harding was the first sitting president to visit wounded warriors at Walter Reed.  He 

began a tradition that continues today as President George W. Bush and his First Lady, Laura Bush, have vis-

ited Walter Reed on many occasions to pay their respects and provide comfort to the wounded soldiers and 

their families.  In addition to presidents and other American and world political leaders, celebrities of all kinds 

have flocked to Walter Reed during time of war to pay homage and to cheer up the troops.  Since World War 

II and possibly before, celebrities have visited the wounded; the immortal Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, Danny 

Kaye, Jimmy Durante of “the greatest generation”.  Bill Cosby, Flip Wilson, the Four Tops, and the Associa-

tion of the next generation came, as did many others.  Today, movie stars, musicians, singers and famous ath-

letes are constantly streaming into Walter Reed to visit the newest generation of wounded warriors to show 

their support for the sacrifices they have made for their country and for the oppressed peoples of the world. 

 

     Throughout its almost century of providing care, Walter Reed’s patients have included Presidents, Vice-

Presidents, Cabinet Secretaries, Senators, Congressmen, federal judges, a General of the Armies, several five 

star Generals of the Army, high ranking officers of all grades, Medal of 

Honor winners, former Prisoners of War, Sergeant Majors of the Army, and 

foreign heads of state; but none have been more important than the lowest 

ranking wounded warrior.  To those who have shed their blood in defense 

of America and its ideals is due a special respect, honor and duty.  Respect 

and honor for their deeds, sacrifice, and examples of courage in overcoming 

often grievous wounds and a duty to provide them the best and most com-

prehensive care available in order to give them the best chance they could 

possible have to return to full function and productivity. 

 

     Walter Reed Army Medical Center is a monument to a long tradition of 

patient care, medical research, and educational development and a tribute to 

the vision, intelligence, and dedication of the men and women who have 

worked here through the years.  As WRAMC approaches its’ 100

th

 anniver-

sary in 2009, it continues to serve the nation and its warriors dedicated to 

the Army’s values of loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity 

and personal courage.          

             

    

       Dr. John R. Pierce 

“Support America’s Troops,”  

is two-sided  

$15.00 each (See page 2 for information  

on how to purchase) 
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Government Official Donates Salary to Walter Reed Society to Help Wounded 

By Rudi Williams 

American Forces Press Service 

 

WASHINGTON, June 19, 2006 – About two years ago, a Catholic monsignor told Ronald A. Rosenfeld and 

his wife, Patty, that war-wounded service members from Iraq and Afghanistan were receiving outstanding 

medical treatment at Washington’s Walter Reed Army Medical Center, but money was in short supply for cer-

tain quality of life items.  

 

Without hesitation, the Rosenfelds decided to help.  “I’m giving the society the 

amount of money equal to my salary for my position in government – about 

$150,000,” said Ronald A. Rosenfeld, who became chairman of the Federal Hous-

ing Finance Board in December 2004.  

 

Before that, Rosenfeld was president of Ginnie Mae – the Government National 

Mortgage Association – a wholly owned government corporation that promotes na-

tionwide access to mortgage credit.  The organization is part of the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development.  Ginnie Mae buys home mortgages from banks 

and financial institutions, bundles them together, and then markets portions of these 

bundles to investors.  The Federal Housing Finance Board is an independent agency 

in the executive branch that oversees the safety, soundness and mission of the 12 

regional Federal Home Loan Banks.  Created in 1932, the banks provide low-cost 

funding for housing finance.  

 

The monsignor “told us that while they get outstanding medical treatment, there really aren’t adequate re-

sources for other things that are important to them, like family visits, education and other things to enhance 

their quality of life,” said Rosenfeld, the former Oklahoma secretary of commerce.  “That gave me the oppor-

tunity of saying, ‘Well, we’d like to help out in those areas.  The vehicle that we subsequently discovered was 

the Walter Reed Society.  

 

“Those young men and women are incredibly brave and our country owes them at great debt of gratitude to 

make what is obviously going to be a very difficult life a little bit better,” said Rosenfeld, who, in the private 

sector, was involved in the development of single-family homes, apartments and condominiums, as well as 

shopping centers. “I’m fortunate from my other prior life experiences to be able to afford to do it, and I’m just 

very happy to do it.” 

 

“Through such generosity of donors like yourself, the Walter Reed Society has been able to assist many, many 

deserving wounded warriors and their families while they are receiving care at Walter Reed Army Medical 

Center,” the President of the Society, COL(R) Janet Southby, wrote in a letter to Rosenfeld.    

 

Among many other things, the society helps families of wounded service members with expenses to stay in the 

area while their loved ones recover in this high-cost area.  Founded in 1996, the society has soared from nine 

to more than 560 members.  They, Southby noted, are dedicated to maintaining Walter Reed's internationally 

renowned reputation as the premiere military medical center in patient care, continuing medical education and 

clinical research.  The son of an illegal immigrant from Hungary, Rosenfeld said his father, who first came to 

American around 1926, was deported to Canada.  He later married a legal immigrant from Eastern Europe in 

1935 and they started out in America with a net worth of $100. 

 

“But the family has done quite well,” Rosenfeld noted. “That obviously enables me to do what I’m doing.” 

 

##END## 

Ronald A. Rosenfeld donates his gov-

ernment salary to the Walter Reed 

Society to help wounded service mem-

bers from Iraq and Afghanistan.  

                           Photo courtesy Ginnie Mae 
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CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

Dear Walter Reed Society, 

     On behalf of all the soldiers and their families, I want to express 

our extreme gratitude for your very generous gift.  Your gift will be 

utilized to assist the Soldiers and their families in beginning to re-

establish their lives after a traumatic injury.   It means so much to all 

the returning troops that they are not forgotten and their sacrifice for 

the war is still in some minds of the American people. 

    

   Very Respectfully 

   Major Rosemary Murphy 

   Head Nurse, Ward 57 

I appreciate  

not only what you did  

but the caring way 

 you did it. 

 

SSG Dough Hall 

More on the Future of the WRAMC Main Campus 

The Department of State and the General Services Ad-

ministration have asked for the Walter Reed Army 

Medical Center main campus after the medical center is 

closed by the BRAC process in several years.  The De-

partment of State had asked for about 79 acres on the 

south and west side of the campus.  The General Ser-

vices Administration has asked for 34 acres on the north-

east corner of the campus.  This action would effective 

secure the entire campus for continued federal use. The 

Department of State has a multi-use plan that includes 

preserving all the historic buildings and the newer build-

ings as well.  State also needs a compound for chanceries 

to house the business offices of foreign embassies.  

 

Plans call for chanceries to be built on the currently open 

areas surrounding the chapel, the Fishers Houses and the 

old and in some cases unoccupied senior officer quarters 

along Alaska Ave. Having asked for the area currently 

occupied by the Heaton Pavilion, the Rumbaugh Garage 

and the AFIP, the General Services Administration is 

looking to build secure office space.  There is one huge 

hurdle to completion of this plan. 

 

No surprise, its money! In an enormous departure from 

previous BRACs, the Department of the Army is asking 

for any government agency that wants property made 

available by BRAC action to pay the Army fair market 

value for it.   

 

       May 15, 2006  

 Dear Colonel Southby: 

     Please accept my warmest gratitude for your gracious gesture of remembrance.  Maggie and I shared a love of 58 years.  We shared hardships and tears, 

triumphs and joys.  Our lives together were so complete, I cannot ask for more than I have already been blessed with.  Standing in this moment of loss, I look 

around and realize that I am not alone.  With sudden clarity, I realize the house of love that we built has become a home for countless friends—a second family, 

a family of our heart.  With all of you beside me, I can stand with my son and his wife to greet the future, bright and full of promise.  Your kind thoughts and 

gentle words are a warm comfort that I shall carry with me always.  On behalf of our ohana, thank you very much for remembering Maggie.  Aloha,  

       DANIEL K. INOUYE     

       United States Senator 

The following letter was received in response to a letter of condolence sent on behalf of the Society: 

A fair market value for the WRAMC campus has not 

been determined but it is expected to be several hundreds 

of millions of dollars, maybe even half a billion.  It is my 

understanding that this sale is needed to make the BRAC 

actions financially possible. 

 

It is possible that 

Congress could 

overrule the 

Army’s request 

and provide the 

land to other gov-

ernment agencies 

without its actual 

sale.  If this does 

not happen the WRAMC main campus would probably 

be sold to the highest bidder. This of course would most 

likely mean commercial development and loss of the his-

toric buildings. 

 

There may be opportunities in the future for Society 

members to contact their Senators and/or Representatives 

asking them to allow the continued use of the WRAMC 

campus by federal agencies. without having to purchase 

the land. 

    

   Dr. John R. Pierce 

www.walterreedsociety.org 

June  2006 



 

 

www.walterreedsociety.org 

June  2006 

Acknowledgment of Donors: 

The following list acknowledges contributions received by the Walter Reed Society since the last newsletter.  

Some individuals are not listed by their request.  We greatly appreciate the support and generosity of our do-

nors. 

Ambati, Jayakrishna 

American Ex-Prisoners of War-Mid MD Chapter 

Anesta, Ann 

Ayres, Donald W.  

Barnes, Mary 

Barry, Patty and Marshall 

Becker, William R. 

Becker, George 

Biel, Ruth 

Binter, Claudia A. 

Blom, Dr. Johannes & Bohen  

Bourgedis, Tom 

Briscoe, Herb & Marilena 

Brown, Susan J. 

Bullet, William P. 

Bumblers Club 

Butler, Clifford 

Cardinal, Matthew 

Carlsen, Charles 

Chapter 114, WACVA Chesapeake Beacon 

Chernosky, Smith Ressling & Smith, PLLC 

Houseworks Construction Company 

Cox, Robert and Cheryl 

Curran, Michael 

Dean, Patricia 

Depto. of Veterans Affairs, Silver Spring, MD 

Drowne, Marianne 

Dudley, Craig 

Dukes, Dennis and Aurora 

Earley,  Reid 

Edwards, Jim 

Enderle, Robert & Patricia 

Gentile Family 

Farmer, Jr. MG Kenneth L. and Mrs. 

Farnum, Barbara 

Financial Consultants J.P. McCauley & Co. Ltd. 

Fort Myer Protestant Chapel 

Francis X. Elder Post No. 121- American Legion 

Frederick, Erdtmann 

Fridkin, Jeffrey and Lucy 

Fulk, Bill R. 

Gaddis, Evan 

Gaines, MSG Kenneth 

Gasparri, Gerald R. 

Gillis, Mary 

Gilman, BG James K. & Mrs. 

Grinslade, Linda 

Halvorson, Jon W. 

Hannick, Francis 

Harrison, Dorothy 

Hill, Elaine A. 

Hirsh, Michael and Karen 

Horne, Tim & Kim 

Howard III, COL William J. 

Huey, Kathy & Nicole 

Hunt, Richard 

Jordan, Linda L. 

Katz, Vera J. 

Kellar, David & Lee 

Kelley, Sharon 

Kiwanis Northwest WA DC 

Koren, Bennet S.  

Kramer, Ken and Mary 

Lapwing, Barbara 

Larrabee, COL and Mrs. M. 

Larson, Gayle 

Lennox, Tom & Dorothy 

Lewis, J.R. 

Lubawsky, Victor A. 

Lundeen, Robert W. 

Lunsford, Brenda 

Lynch, G. 

MacDonald, D.H. 

MacKinnon, Rosamond M. 

Manteuffel, W.R. & Sandra 

Massey, Robert and Dorothy 

McDermott, Maria 

McKinnis, Robert 

McLaughlin, Barbara 

Montgomery General Hospital & Choice Team 

Moss, Heidi L. 

Mullican, Judith M. 

Munro, Susan 

National Capital Chapter of Ducks Unlimited 

Nabers, Teresa 

Naydan, Bob 

Noland, Ron 

 

Ondeck, C.J. 

Ortega, COL Frank & Mrs. 

Oxley, Debby 

Palmer, COL Monica B. 

Pampalona, Vito A. 

Pappas, Dimitrios & Anastasia  

Park, Russell E. 

Passman, Jerry 

Pearson, Clare 

Penuel, John and Gracia 

Penukonda, Aswin & Mrs. 

Pezone, Albert 

Post 7447  VFW Rehoboth Beach  

Powers, Pat and Dave 

Raab, Michael & Susan 

Redd, Kenneth 

Remer, Mr and Mrs Michael 

Reynolds, William 

Rice, Mr and Mrs Chester 

Richmond Adult Center 

Rossi, Joseph & Cinda 

Rothman, Louis 

Rousso, Ira 

Services Inc., Muench Electrical 

Simmons, Mary Lou 

Slane, James 

Snyder, Lester & Selma 

Spry, Kathleen 

Stanley, Ron 

Steven J. Fetteroll, Wire Association Int. 

Stevenson, Susan J. 

Stiebe, Lana J. 

Sweeney, Marion E. 

Tang, Loretta 

Thompson, A. R. 

Turnbull E.R. 

Turner, Helene 

Tyler, Carter B. 

Wassilak, Jeff 

Weber, Jonathan 

Weinmann, Carol 

Wilis, Kaery 

Yen, Esther M. 

Wilfred George Charitable Giving Fund  




