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President’s

Dear Members,

The year is really flying by. In addition to the Annual Meeting in May, this is the third newsletter pub-
lished this year to keep you up to date on the many activities of the Society. The next opportunity for
members and prospective members to gather will be at the Society’s Holiday Party on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11, 3 -5 PM, at the home of MG and Mrs. Kenneth Farmer. Please make your reservation now.

This summer we designed and printed membership cards for the Society. Life members should have
already received their cards and others will receive cards when they renew their membership. Please
consider life membership. This is a one-time fee of $500 which is tax-deductible and you will not have
to remember to renew in the future! We now have 500 members.

Another initiative has been to investigate financial management plans for the Society. We want to
assure that funds contributed by our donors are handled wisely, now and for future development, and
that our accounts are audited as required for non-profit organizations. You will hear more about this
at the Annual Meeting in 2006.

The 2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) recommendations, as described in our July newslet-
ter, have now been approved, forwarded to Congress and passed. Consternation over the impact on
Walter Reed Army Medical Center continues to spark some controversy. Wherever the new Walter
Reed is located, the Society will continue to support charitable and educational purposes to benefit the
patients, families and staff.

In addition to assistance grants to wounded warriors and their families, the Society has continued to
sponsor many activities such as group transportation for outings, box lunches for a July 4th concert
and craft supplies for rehabilitation projects. Other projects include refurbishing the bronze plaque on
the tombstone at Maj. Walter Reed’s grave in Arlington National Cemetery and assisting the North
Atlantic Regional Medical Command Audie Murphy Club with the development of an acknowledge-
ment coin.

The Society’s 2005 holiday collectible and other mementos will be sold at Walter Reed on November 7
and 21 and December 5 and 12, as well as at the holiday party. Sales continue to be strong, but there is
growing interest in changing and upgrading the choices. Also, a revision of the Society’s brochure is
underway.

I greatly appreciate your continuing support and hope you plan to attend on December 11th. All best
wishes for a happy Thanksgiving and the holiday season.

Sincerely,

Janet Southby, DNSc
COL, USA, Ret.
President, WRS
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