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President’s Message

Dear Members of the Society,

Our Annual Meeting was a very enjoy-
able event and was great to have so
many of you attend. | look forward to
continuing to work with the directors for
another two years.

| extend much appreciation to those who
faithfully served the Society on the Board
of Directors for the past two years but are
not continuing in the same position: COL
(R) John Pierce, First VP; BG(R) Connie
Slewitzke, VP, Development; COL(R)
Darlene McLeod, Assistant VP, Develop-
ment; COL(R) Lorna Chatmon, VP, Com-
munications; COL(R) Vandy Miller, VP,
Membership; COL Audre McLoughlin,
VP, Projects; and SGM(R) Dan Bullis, Ad-
visor, Enlisted Affairs. Many of these
members will serve in other capacities as
you will note in the report of the Annual
Meeting.

Not surprisingly, the DoD recommenda-
tion to the 2005 Base Realignment and
Closure Commission (BRAC), released
May 13, 2005, has sparked great emo-
tions at WRAMC. While many support
the proposal and see positive potential
effecting WRAMC, many are vehemently
opposed to the proposed changes and
dispute the data upon which decisions
were made. The WRS Board discussed
the BRAC matter at length; many held
individual and professional opinions
about the issue and a consensus was not
reached. It was agreed to publish a
newsletter to inform members about the
BRAC process, to encourage them to
keep up-to-date on the details, and to

Walter Reed General Hospital

indicate how they can participate in the
discussions if they so desire. The Society
will continue its mission to support
WRAMC, whatever the final outcome of
the BRAC recommendations.

Our programs to support the WRAMC
staff and wounded warriors returning
from OIF continue to be very successful.
In addition to providing individual assis-
tance to OIF soldiers and their families,
the Society has sponsored a Walter Reed
talent show, a fishing expedition for pa-
tients, and the new intern picnic.

SAVE THE DATE: Our annual holiday
party will be hosted at the home of MG
and Mrs. Farmer on Sunday, December
11. Please mark your calendar. More
details will be forthcoming.

Best wishes for a good summer.
Sincerely

Janet Southby, D.N.Sc.
COL, USA, Ret.
President, WRS
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