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CBS Newsman Bob L. Schieffer is a staunch supporter of the Walter Reed Soci-

ety and urges volunteers who run the organization to “keep on doing what you’re 

doing” in support of war-wounded servicemen and women from Afghanistan, 

Iraq and surrounding areas and their families.   

 

He noted that the Society is filling a vital role in helping war-wounded patients 

and their families with needs for which the military doesn’t provide assistance. 

This includes help with mortgage and rent payments, car and insurance pay-

ments, automobile repairs, childcare, utility bills, funeral expenses, lodging, 

personal grants for incidental expenses and 

a host of other needs. 

 

Schieffer anchors CBS News’ “Face the 

Nation” Sunday morning show and is the 

network’s chief Washington correspon-

dent. He’s also the author of "Face the 

Nation: My Favorite Stories from the First 

50 Years of the Award-winning News 

Broadcast," as well as the 2003 The New 

York Times bestseller, "This Just In: What 

I Couldn’t Tell You On TV" and "Acting 

President," published in 1989. 

 

The Walter Reed Society was established 

in 1996 to sponsor events and fund pro-

jects and goods that enhance patient care 

services, support the welfare and morale of 

soldiers and other staff. The Society also 

works to preserve the legacy and renowned 

international reputation of Walter Reed, 

the late Army major who led the team – the 

Reed Commission – that confirmed in 1900 

that yellow fever is transmitted by mosqui-

toes rather than by direct contact. 

In March 2004, the society created a family 

support fund to assist servicemen and 

women being treated at Walter Reed for 

wounds suffered in Afghanistan, Iraq and surrounding areas. The fund assists 

wounded warriors and their families with unexpected financial needs and pro-

vides specially identified equipment and services related to their care at Walter 

Reed. Since its inception, the fund has provided more than $800,000 of assis-

tance to war-wounded veterans and their families.  

 

Assistance is provided to soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and Coast Guards-

men and their families. Funding is approved for assistance on a case-by-case 

review of applications for assistance and a personal meeting with a Society rep-

resentative. Assistance is given as a grant.    

“I hope the society will move to Bethesda (Md.) when Walter Reed closes (in 

2011),” Schieffer said. That’s what the Society plans to do.  

The Pentagon’s 2005 Base Realignment and Closer, or BRAC, voted to consoli-

date Walter Reed with the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Md. 

However, the Walter Reed name will not be lost, the new 300-bed hospital and 

medical center will be called the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. 

Schieffer also contributes to the Society’s coffers. For example, his country and 

western band, Honky Tonk Confidential, performs for enjoyment and raises 

money for good causes.  The band played at Hill Country, a new Texas barbecue 

restaurant in New York, on June 27 and Schieffer designated the Walter Reed 

Society as the beneficiary of the event. 

 

He writes most of the band’s songs, including “Road Kill Stew and Other 

News,” and “TV Anchorman,” about a gas station attendant who gets vaulted 

onto the evening news after being stopped at the pump at a restaurant by a 

highly-paid news consultant. 

 

A military veteran, Schieffer, 70, was born and raised in Texas and served three 

years of active duty in the Air Force and five years 

in the Air Force Reserve. He earned a Bachelor of 

Arts degree in journalism and English in 1959 at 

Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, Texas, 

and received a commission as an Air Force second 

lieutenant through the university’s ROTC pro-

gram. His dreams of being a pilot were thwarted 

when he was hit in the eye with a baseball while 

playing for the university’s baseball team.  

“I couldn’t pass the eye test for pilot training, so 

for three years I flew the LDS (large steel desk) as 

a military newspaper editor and later an informa-

tion officer,” said Shieffer, who was based at 

Travis (Fairfield, Calif.) and McChord Air Force, 

which is five miles south of Tacoma, Wash.   

 

His love of baseball played a role in his introduc-

tion to war-wounded patients at Walter Reed. “I 

got interested in Walter Reed and the people there 

some years ago when I went to visit patients with 

Senator John McCain,” he noted. “I picked up a 

couple of story tips that first day--one was the story 

of a young man who had lost most of his skull. I 

put our Pentagon correspondent, David Martin, on 

the story, which turned out to be a wonderful series 

on how they literally put this young man's head 

back together.  

 

“I love baseball and called someone out there one day and asked if there were 

any soldiers who would like to go to a game sometime,” Schieffer said.  

 

He was put in touch with then First Sgt. Brent “the Rock” Jurgersen, who was 

twice critically wounded in Iraq.  “He was shot in the face, returned to Iraq after 

recovering from that wound and then lost his left leg,” Schieffer noted. “We 

became friends with Brent and his wife, Karin, and they helped us get to know 

more patients. One thing led to another and that led us to the Walter Reed Soci-

ety.”  

 

Schieffer said Jurgersen recently graduated from the Sergeants Major Academy 

in El Paso, Texas, and returned to Walter Reed as a command sergeant major of 

the wounded warriors program. He’s the first amputee to graduate from the 

academy.    

Bob Schieffer, (left) CBS News chief Washington corre-

spondent and anchor of the “Face the Nation” Sunday 

morning show chats with Walter Reed Army Medical Cen-

ter’s new commander, Maj. Gen. Eric Schoomaker, (right) 

and Fred Parker, president of Tetra Tech Facilities Con-

struction, Inc. Parker and his company sponsored a golf 

tournament to raise money for the Walter Reed Society.  
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