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Dear Members, 

 

     Much has happened since my last update pub-

lished in the December 2004 newsletter.  Our ma-

jor activities have centered on providing assis-

tance through the Walter Reed Society OIF/OEF 

(Operations Iraqi Freedom/Operation Enduring 

Freedom) Support Fund and improving our ad-

ministrative operations.  

 

     This month is the first anniversary of the WRS 

OIF/OEF Family Support Fund established in 

March 2004.  Since that time, financial grants 

were given to dozens of soldiers and their families 

when needed, purchases were made for the recrea-

tion center and occupational therapy, transporta-

tion was provided for group recreational outings, 

and so on to assist with identified needs.  We are 

grateful to General Dynamics for their generous 

contribution and to Congressman Murtha for his 

encouragement that enabled the Society to initiate 

the Fund.  

     Over the holidays, in addition to the most gen-

erous contributions from business groups, individ-

ual giving was also very generous.  Over 100 indi-

viduals contributed to the Support Fund in 

amounts from $10. to $50,000.  Many donations 

were group collections, honored special occasions 

for the family, or were in honor of or in memory 

of named individuals.  We are very grateful for all 

contributions received throughout the year and 

each donor received a personal acknowledge-

ment.  

     To stay current with our correspondence, to be 

more responsive to inquiries and to serve our 

membership more effectively, the Board approved 

a contract for part-time administrative assistance 

in January.  Since then, Ingrid Franco has made a 

real difference.  Our new computer and DSL  

(WalterReedSociety@verizon.net) are up and  

running and she is beginning to develop a 

website (http://walterreedsociety.org) for 

the Society.  We hope with her assistance to 

increase the frequency of our newsletter 

publication and to introduce other innova-

tions.  

     Two Walter Reed projects involve 

wheelchairs and therapeutic gardens.  The 

Society coordinated, through command 

channels and the Wheelchair Foundation of 

America, the donation of 280 new wheel-

chairs for the facility.  The Healing Garden 

Project is in the initial stages to plan and 

install garden areas for therapeutic res-

pite.  More details will follow in future 

newsletters. 

     The Society’s 2004 collectable orna-

ment,  Support and Remembrance, was very 

well received during the holidays and sales 

have continued.  We were supported by vol-

unteer salespersons from as far away as 

Michigan!  Plans are already approved for 

the 2005 Walter Reed Society collectible, 

Peace and Hope.  Please add it to your col-

lection. 

     Our Annual Meeting will be 11 AM –    

2 PM, Sunday, May 1, 2005 at the Mologne 

House on Walter Reed’s main campus.  It 

features a delicious brunch and an open bar, 

all for $25 per person.  It will provide a 

great opportunity to hear about current Soci-

ety happenings (including election of offi-

cers), enjoy brunch, catch up with old 

friends, and purchase the latest Society col-

lectibles, too.  I look forward to seeing you 

there. 

Sincerely, 

Janet Southby, DNSc 

COL, USA, Ret. 

President, WRS 
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Walter Reed Society 

Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld 

meets with CPL Cook 

Dear Walter Reed Society,                                                                                                        February 10, 2005 

 

Please accept our thanks for your kind generosity in our time of need.  I will try to explain who we are, 

however by the sheer volume of grateful families you have helped; it may be difficult to do so.  Here is a part of our 

story. 

 

My son was critically injured when hit by an IED in December 2003.  During this past year, teams of doc-

tors in a Baghdad field hospital, Landstuhl and Walter Reed saved his life and his leg.  Unfortunately, despite all 

efforts, his body rejected the rods and screws necessary to hold him together.  His life-long dreams of becoming a 

police officer were gone.  With the ankle fusion, he could no longer run.  The complex decision thus was made to 

remove the damaged leg he was born with and give him a second chance at his life’s dreams. 

 

     Our eventful trip home to St. Louis would have been impossible had you not intervened.  Your generosity and 

kindness provided more than you could have imagined.  We left Washington as falling snow turned into a storm; it 

took an hour to get to the highway from the hospital.  What should have been a four-hour stretch of road became an 

exhausting eleven-hour trip.  Thanks to your generosity, we were able to stop for sleep before completing the jour-

ney.  Of course, there are more chapters, but I’ll end with our sincere, heart-felt thanks.  You ought to know how 

you affect lives.  Thank you for your part, thank you for touching our lives.  

       

    Sincerely,  

    Sam and Ruth Farmer 

 

Dear Society, 

 

     Thank you so much for your kind words 

and prayers during this very difficult time.  

Your sincere compassion means so much.  

May God Bless you. 

 

                             Sincerely  

                             COL (R) Lorna Chatmon 

                             March 1, 2005 

Words can’t express our gratitude.  If it 

wasn’t for organizations such as yours 

we couldn’t be here with our son.  God 

Bless,   

 

       Cindy, Barry and CPL Eli Cook 

       November 12, 2004 

Dear Society, 

 

     Just wanted to thank everyone who 

worked with Father Tim Vahoc last Sum-

mer.  God bless you all!   

Love Peace and Prayers 

 

                       Henry & Phyllis Vahoc  

  December 23, 2004 

 

Thank you Walter Reed Society: 

 

     Thank you for getting Gene & I help in pay-

ing for our hotel room while we were there visit-

ing our son, SGT Robert Laurent.  We will never 

forget your kindness nor ever cease to thank 

God for the services that you offer. 

 

     Love 

                             Gene & Kathy Laurent 

     February 9, 2005 

We want to thank you for your generous grant.  



 

 

WRS Operation Iraqi Freedom/Operation Enduring Freedom Support Fund:  

Page 3 Walter Reed Society 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Dettborn whose son is recovering from in-
juries received in a vehicle attack in Iraq receive WRS OIF/
OEF assistance. 
 
Our assistance provided for air fare and financial help while at 
WRAMC assisting with their son’s care along side his spouse 

SPC Manuel Moquet and his spouse received support from the WRS 
OIF/OEF fund. 
 
SPC Moquet was injured by an improvised explosive device (IED) 
that resulted in severe injuries to his right arm and hand. 
 
Mrs. Moquet traveled from Germany to be with her husband and our 
support offset some of the many expenses related to her travel and 
stay. 
 

 

The Walter Reed Society OIF/OEF Family support fund provides assistance to our wounded warriors and 
their families with much needed financial assistance while at Walter Reed Army Medical Center during their 
recovery from injury or illness sustained while serving in OIF/OEF. 
Our NCO Advisor for Enlisted Affairs, Sergeant Major (Ret) Dan Bullis meets with each soldier/family mem-
ber to ensure the Walter Reed Society OIF/OEF has a full understanding of the request for assistance and the 
impact that the assistance provided will have on the soldier and the family. 
After this meeting Sergeant Major (Ret) Bullis communicates the request to the WRS OIF/OEF Committee 
consisting of COL (Ret) Jan Southby and Mr. Pete Esker, a decision is then made concerning the request. 
Upon approval the WRS Treasurer Sergeant Major (Ret) Jim Gonyea is notified and the approved support is 
provided.  These requests are usually completed in a 24 to 48 hour time frame.     
 

A few of those of who we have supported are shown in the photos below:  

Sergeant Major (Ret) Dan Bullis provides WRS OIF/OEF assistance to the following 
soldiers/family members:  


